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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2551) making ap-
propriations for the Legislative Branch for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes:

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chair, our Nation faces a
significant budget deficit and a growing na-
tional debt, and we must look for simple, com-
mon sense solutions to cut spending as Con-
gress and President Obama work toward a
comprehensive, balanced deficit reduction
package that will put our Nation on a path to
fiscal stability. Members of Congress must
lead by example.

As a State Senator in Michigan, | ran my of-
fice so efficiently that | was able to return a full
year’s operating budget to Michigan taxpayers.
When | came to Congress at the beginning of
2009, | made it a priority to run my office effi-
ciently, come in under budget, and return the
difference to taxpayers. Last session, my of-
fice came in $320,000 under budget, and | am
continuing my efforts to save taxpayer dollars
at every opportunity.

| rise today to express my support for Sec-
tion 101 of the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act for fiscal year 2012. This provision
ensures that all unused fiscal year 2012 funds
from each congressional office account,
known as a Member’s Representational Allow-
ance (or MRA), be deposited in the Treasury
and used for deficit reduction.

Last session, | sponsored legislation that
would require all future unspent MRA funds be
put toward deficit reduction, and give this re-
quirement the force of law. This bill passed
the House with overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port. Unfortunately, the Senate did not take
action.

While it is encouraging that the legislation
we consider today contains a similar provision,
this will only apply to unused funds for next
year. This is why | introduced H.R. 262, the bi-
partisan Mandatory Returning of Allowances
Act with my colleague, Representative STEVE
SCALISE. This bill will ensure that all future un-
used MRA funds, not just fiscal year 2012
funds, are automatically and permanently used
for deficit reduction.

| urge my colleagues to support the Manda-
tory Returning of Allowances Act, and hope
that House leadership will consider bringing
this legislation to the floor for a vote.

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
REGINALD LEE BACHUS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Reverend Reginald Lee Bachus
on the occasion of his installation as pastor of
the Mount Ollie Baptist Church in Brooklyn,
New York.

Brooklyn has long been known as the “Bor-
ough of Churches” and has a rich history of
outstanding contributions by churches of many
denominations to enhancing the quality of life
for its residents. The Mount Ollie Baptist
Church is one such religious institution that
has a long history of service to Brooklyn and
has been led by a succession of outstanding
clergy.

The Mount Ollie Baptist Church was orga-
nized and founded in 1932 by the late Rev-
erend Henry Milerson and was incorporated
on October 4, 1937 in Brooklyn, New York.
The present edifice built under the leadership
of Pastor R. D. Brown, established Mount Ollie
Baptist Church as the first Baptist church to be
constructed in the Brownsville community. In
1987, Reverend Spurgeon E. Crayton was
called to pastor Mount Ollie Baptist Church
and directed a ministry with many innovative
programs that impacted the entire Borough of
Brooklyn.

The installation of Reverend Reginald Lee
Bachus as pastor of Mount Ollie Baptist
Church continues the tradition of outstanding
preachers who have led this great church.
Reverend Bachus is a product of Prairie View
A&M University where he earned a B.S. in
electrical engineering, and Yale Divinity
School where he earned his Master of Divinity
degree and distinguished himself as a mem-
ber of the 2009 Admissions Committee, Senior
Class Officer, Chair for the Yale Divinity
School Baptist Student Fellowship, and an offi-
cer of Yale Black Seminarians

The son of Reverend Reginald E. Bachus,
pastor of the historic Friendship Baptist
Church in Chicago, IL and grandson of Rev-
erend Dr. C.L. Bachus, pastor of the Mt. Zion
Baptist Church in Kansas City, KS, Pastor
Bachus embodies the spirit of prophets and
lives by the creed, “woe is me if | do not
preach the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16).

On behalf of the residents of Brooklyn, New
York, | am delighted to welcome this out-
standing preacher to our Borough and look
forward to many years of his leadership as
pastor of Mount Ollie Baptist Church.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the life and accomplish-
ments of Reverend Reginald Lee Bachus.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS.
JOANNE NOLAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Mrs. Joanne Nolan, a loving
wife and mother and an active member of the
Northeast Ohio community.

Joanne was born in Cleveland, Ohio on Oc-
tober 5, 1933. She grew up in Cleveland’s
West Park neighborhood and attended John
Marshall High School. After graduating, Jo-
anne worked for the Erie Railroad writing re-
ports on accidents.

Joanne married Earl Nolan, on August 2,
1957. This year would have marked their 54th
anniversary. A few years later, their daughter,
Janet, was born and Joanne left Erie Railroad.

Mrs. Nolan was active within her community
throughout the years. She was extremely ac-
tive in the PTA and could often be found at
community parades. Joanne was also a dedi-
cated member of Ward 19 Democratic Club.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in remembrance of Mrs. Joanne Nolan. | offer
my condolences to Joanne’s husband, Earl,
their daughters, Kathy and Janet, and the en-
tire West Park community. Joanne will be
sorely missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 630, | was not present to vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

———

ALL IN DARKNESS'S LIGHT IN
HONOR OF A REAL AMERICAN
HERO SGT. JOSHUA W.
YARBROUGH 15 BRAVO COM-
PANY THE UNITED STATES MA-
RINES

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, |
rise to honor a Star of Texas, a United States
Marine, an American Hero, Sgt. Joshua
Yarbrough of Port Arthur Texas, of 1/5 Bravo
Company. On June 15, 2011, in Helmond
Province in Afghanistan Sgt. Yarbrough was
almost mortally wounded in an IED blast
which took his two fine legs and parts of his
fingers while gallantly trying to save the lives
of his fellow Marines in the fog of war. After
an IED explosion, which left a fellow Texan
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